MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
COMMON COUNCIL & RENSSELAER UTILITY BOARD
April 27, 2026

The Common Council of the City of Rensselaer and Rensselaer Utility Board met on April 27, 2026 in regular session
in Council Chambers of City Hall. Mayor Jeffrey S. Phillips called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. followed by an
invocation offered by Sean Johnson and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Answering roll call were: Mayor Jeff Phillips, Clerk-Treasurer Shelby Keys, Council Members Russ Overton, Kevin
Armold, Noelle Weishaar, Jeff Raybum, Ernest Watson, Jr; City Attorney Todd Sammons, Building Commissioner
Jacob Hall, Cemetery Caretaker Joe Effinger, Police Chief Matt Anderson, Manager of Electric Operations Heath
Malone, Park Supt Heather Hall, Street/Water/Sewer/Sanitation Supt. Bryce Black and Gas Supt. Todd Wilson.

Fire Chief Kenny Haun, Utility Office Manager Heather Smart and Assistant Superintendent Josh Eldridge were absent.

Also, in attendance were: Harley Tomlinson, Barb Michal, Stace Pickering, Nancy Studer and Kyler Laird.

The minutes of the April 13*, 2026 regular council meeting were presented. There was a motion by Rayburn, second
by Watson, to approve the minutes as presented. The motion passed unanimously.

Citizens Comments: None.

Prairie Arts Council Road Closure: Barb Michal said the Paint the Park event is June 27t from 2:00-9:00 at Filson
Park. She requested Van Rensselaer St. from the alley to Kellner be closed. There was a motion by Rayburn, second
by Watson, to approve the request. The motion passed unanimously.

Resolution 08-2026, Transfer of Funds: Keys read a transfer of funds within the general fund for $22,500.00 and the
redevelopment general fund for $780.14. There was a motion by Overton, second by Rayburn, to approve the
resolution. The motion passed unanimously.

Authorization to Bid Farmer’s Market: Permission to bid was requested. It will run in the newspaper for the next 2
weeks and a special BOPW meeting will be held on May 18t to pen the bids. There was a motion by Watson, second
by Armold, to approve the request. The motion passed unanimously.

Memorial Day Meeting Date Change: Phillips said the second meeting in May falls on Memorial Day and he would
like to move the meeting to Tuesday, May 26%. There was a motion by Armold, second by Weishaar, to approve
changing the meeting date. The motion passed unanimously.

City Hall Roof Proposal: Phillips presented 2 proposals to fix the roof at City Hall. Sentry Roofing was the low
proposal. There was a motion by Rayburn, second by Overton, to accept the Sentry Roofing proposal in the amount of
$44,410.00. The motion passed unanimously.

Credit Card Statement: Phillips asked for council's permission to sign the credit card activity log. There was a motion
by Rayburn, second by Watson, to allow Phillips to sign the credit card activity log. The motion passed unanimously.

Claims Approval: The claims were presented to council for approval. There was a motion by Weishaar, second by
Overton, to approve the claims. The motion passed by majority, with Rayburn abstaining.

Unfinished Business: None.

Administrative Comments:

Phillips requested permission to sit with KIRPC and the schools to discuss school safety grants. Council agreed. He
also said he will be meeting with NIPSCO to improve communication and discuss the issues faced during the power
outage. Phillips requested a property swap with the city and county. The County will receive a 1969 grater and the city
will receive 2 recycling trailers. There was a motion by Raybumn, second by Armold, to approve the property swap. The
motion passed unanimously.

Keys informed Council she was working on an additional appropriation for CCMG.

Watson reminded everyone that while we were without power, our neighbors in Lake Village had their homes
destroyed.

Weishaar thanked the city employees for their hard work.

Rayburn said 1,163 residents are registered on REACH alerts. He appreciates all the overtime the employees put in.
Armold gave a shout out to city crews for their hard work.

Overton said the Republican dinner went well.

Superintendents Reports:

Police Dept: Anderson said staff interviews have finished and 3 will be interviewed with BOPW on the 11th. Dispatch
equipment is being replaced this week.

Law Dept: Sammons had nothing.

Utility Office: Smart was absent.

Building Dept: Hall said he talked with the owner of 306 N. College and made it clear if the property is not cleaned by
this week they will incur fines. A letter was also sent to a property across the street.

Fire Dept Haun was absent.

Electric Dept: Malone thanked the other departments for all their help during the power outage.




Street, Sanitation, Water and Sewage: Black said 17 gaylords were collected for electronics recycling. CCMG roads
will be paved after clean-up week. The surface on 7* street will be put down by the end of the week.

Gas Dept: Wilson said all gas employees have passed their tests for the next 3 years.

Cemetery Dept: Effinger had nothing.

Park Dept: Hall said there will be tournaments at Blacker Fields the next 3 weekends. The pool is getting filled next
week. Lots of parks events upcoming.

Watson reminded everyone that the Fire Dept. fish fry is upcoming.
Nancy Studer said May 9% is shred day, May 13" is lunch at RVFD and May 15t is the chamber golf outing.

There being nothing more to come before council, there was a motion by Rayburn, second by Weishaar, to adjourn.
The motion passed by majority, and the meeting adjourned at 6:34 p.m.
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