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The Rensselaer Redevelopment Commission (RRC) held a meeting on Monday,  
February 2, 2026. President Kevin Smith called the meeting to order at 5:01 PM CT and called 
the roll. 
 
I. Roll Call 
 
Present: 
President Kevin Smith, Commissioner Bob Brenneman, RCSC Rep. Janice Deno, 
Commissioner Steve Musch, Commissioner Jeff Webb, Mayor Phillips, City Attorney  
Todd Sammons, Building Commissioner Jacob Hall,  
Bldg. Dept. Admin. Asst. Maria Argueta 
 
Absent: Matt McAleer 
 
Guests:   
 
None 
 
II. Previous Minutes 
 
President Smith presented the minutes of the meeting held on February 2, 2026.               
Motion to approve the minutes was made; with one correction Jeff Webb was present         
made by President Smith, seconded by Commissioner Webb. Motion Approved 
 
III. Claims 
 
Mayor Phillips explained the following: 1st claim is from McKinney & Evans which is to try and 
get a joint TIF west of the I-65 – This is to install city water and sewer in that area. The city is 
trying to work with the county attorney to have them installed.  
2nd claim is from Jasper Co. Economic Development, which is 10%-$10,000 from $100,000.  
Mayor Phillips discussed how the façade grant money of $100,000 will all be spent and isn’t 
sure how it will be handled. Mayor Phillips raised the question of what would happen if less than 
$100,000 was awarded, making $10,000 more than 10% of the total awarded. Mayor Phillips 
suggested denying this claim and asking JCEDO to submit their reimbursements as the grants 
are awarded. 
Building Commissioner Hall explained the other claims are from Sands which is for $700 
appraisals for 7th St. Lots and from Commonwealth Engineers for the 7th St. lots which is for 
additional extra time for services on improvements. The remainder of the project is the paving. 
 
Webb made a motion to approve the claims, with the exception of the JCEDO claim, seconded 
by Smith. Motion Approved 
 
IV. Old Business 
Mayor Phillips mentioned the Farners Market meeting that went well. He explained that all funds 
were met due to the façade grant that was donated and all funding matched.  
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V. New Business 
 
A. Commissioner Hall asked for approval for a second appraisal of the 7th Street lots so they 
could be listed for sale. He said that Mr. Sands recommendation was Eenshuistra appraisals, 
who quoted $700 to appraise both lots. He stated the appraisal from Mr. Sands was $12,000 for 
one lot and $29,000 for the other. 

 
Motion to approve by Musch, seconded by Webb. Motion Approved. 
 
B. Mayor Phillips explained and asked for funding approval for the Art Week the last week in 
June. The city has asked interested parties to invest in the art project for their buildings and is 
asking for up to $25,000 dollars. The Eagles are interested on having murals in their building. 
The city has been in discussion with Jasper County Economic Development, Tourism, and they 
will match city dollars or close to it. 

 
President Smith made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Musch. Motion 
Approved. 
 
C. Mayor Phillips explained the walking path project that received one million dollars. This 
project will be developed to help the community corrections people out of highway 114. The city 
will need to get input from the fair board and two other property owners from alongside the road. 
The other discussion with the commissioners was to take the million dollars in 2031 and go out 
for construction bids and be able to continue the path more west and as far is it can get us with 
the million dollars. The city will check with INDOT if they will allow us to get the path farther 
west. Mayor Phillips said the city checked with engineers to get numbers for funding for this 
walk path. Commissioners are on board to get this walk path done. President Smith asked 
Mayor Phillips if an action was needed Mayor Phillips’s response was no.  
 
VI. Public Comments 
 
None 
 
VII. Adjournment 
 
President Smith made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Webb. Motion 
Approved  
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:30 PM CT. 
 
Next Meeting: March 2, 2026, at 5:00 PM CT 
 
Minutes Prepared by: BD Administrative Assistant Maria Argueta. 


