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The Rensselaer Redevelopment Commission (RRC) held a meeting on Monday,  
January 5, 2026. Commission President Kevin Smith called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM CT 
and called the roll. 
 

I. Roll Call 
 
Present: 
President Kevin Smith, Commissioner Bob Brenneman, Commissioner Matt McAleer,  
Mayor Phillips, RCSC Rep. Janice Deno, Building Commissioner Jacob Hall 
 
Absent: City Attorney T. Sammons 
 
Guests:   
Supt. Black 
 
 

II. Previous Minutes 
President Smith presented the minutes of the meeting held on January 5, 2026.  
Motion to approve the minutes was made by President Smith, seconded by  
Commissioner Brenneman. Motion Approved 
 

III. Claims 
Building Commissioner Hall explained the following: Two claims ended up being voided due to 
the title company giving us different amounts. These amounts were given to the city until the 
day of closing. The title company notified us that we owed them approximately $1000 more than 
anticipated. This amount was paid after closing, and then it was returned and put back in the 
account.  
The other claims are for Mr. Sammons’s services, the yearly bond for CI Insurance, and the            
7th St. invoice from Commonwealth.  
Building Commissioner Hall asked Supt. Black if he knew if this was the last invoice from 
Commonwealth. Supt. Black responded that he was not sure that he needed to check.  
Mayor Phillips added that there was one more invoice pending from them and that it would be 
for paving.  
President Smith made a motion to approve the claims, seconded by  
Commissioner Brenneman Motion Approved 
 

IV. Old Business 
Resolution 02-2026 – Mayor Phillips 
Mayor Phillips explained his recommendation is to sell the property at 470 N Cullen St., and to 
get back some of that funding for redevelopment. The resolution 02 had some late changes. 
One of them was to the title, and the other was the change date of January 5th.  
Mayor Phillips thanked President Smith for his presence at the closing of Cullen St.  
Building Commissioner Hall added that this was the same resolution that was tabled  
at the past meeting.  
Mayor Phillips added that this resolution also authorizes the mayor and the Building 
Commissioner to act in the best interest when trying to sell the property for redevelopment for 
less than $84,900.00. President Smith asked if we were going to list this property.  
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Mayor Phillips responded that it would be listed via Facebook, Jasper County Economic 
Development, Northwest Indiana Economic Development and local real estate.  
President Smith made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by  
Commissioner McAleer. Motion Approved 
 

V. New Business- Commissioner Hall 

A. Listing for 470 N Cullen St at the assed market price searched for 3 quotes.  
1. $950 – Valuations Services from Valpo 
2. $700 – Jeff Sands from Brook 
3. No response – No name was given 

 
B. Building Commissioner Hall presented the Facade Grant resolution which was already voted 

on and approved in the form of a motion at the last meeting. After discussion with  
Mr. Sammons, it was determined that it would need to be in resolution form. The difference 
between the new one and the old one is a section to approve the admin cost of 10% this 
was agreed to do at the last meeting. This 10% is $10,000 from $100,000. Mayor Phillips 
added that this is a good program.  

President Smith made a motion to approve this resolution, seconded by                       
Commissioner McAleer. Motion Approved 

 

VI. Public Comments 
None 
 
 
 

VII. Adjournment 
President Smith made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Brenneman.  
Motion Approved  
Meeting adjourned at 5:26 PM CT. 
Next Meeting: February 2, 2026, at 5:00 PM CT 
Minutes Prepared by: BD Administrative Assistant Maria Argueta. 


